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1. On August 21, 1992, we adopted a Notice of Proposta Rule lfaking (Notice)
in the above-captioned proceeding. 1 In the NQtic" we proposed to privatize
the examination of applicants for commercial radio operator licenses and to
clarify cer~ain radio operator rules. This RePort ana Org,; (BJport) adopts
rules to privatize commercial license examinations and establishes rules for
implementing the new system. It also clarifies and updates the rules as
proposed.

1 ~ Notice of Proposea Rule Making, FO Docket No. 92-206, 7 FCC Red
5890 (1992).
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II. BACltGROOlIID

2. In 1986, we released a NQtice Qf Inquiry seeking comment Qn whether
privatizing commercial radiQ operatQr license examinatiQns WQuld serve the
public interest. 2 Asa result of "that prQceeding, we SQught and received
statutQry authQrity tQ delegate preparatiQn and administratiQn Qf operatQr
examinations tQ one Qr mQre private entities. 3 Subsequently, we adopted a
NQtice propQsing to amend the Commercial RadiQ OperatQr Rules, 47 C.F.R. Part
13, tQ privatize the six Commission-issued certificates, licenses, permits, or
endQrsements (licenses) that require an applicant tQ pass an examinatiQn. 4 In
respQnse tQ the Notice, we received 22 comments and. 11 reply comments.S

I:I:I:. DI:SCOSSI:<II

3. The comments unifQrmly support Qur propQsal tQ privatize commercial radiQ
operator examinatiQns. They differ widely, hQwever, in the details of how this
should be accomplished. In the paragraphs belQw we address the issues raised
regarding privatization. Prior to addressing these pQints, hQwever, we believe
it WQuid be useful to state again the Qbjective Qf this proceeding. Our
Qbjective here is tQ establish a private sectQr operatQr examinatiQn system
that meets the need ofappli~an~s for mQre frequent examinatiQn oppQrtunities
at cQnvenient 10catiQns, the need Qf industry fQr examinatiQns that reflect
state Qf the art technQIQgy and modern operating cQnditiQns, and the need of
the CommissiQn tQ reduce the reSQurces it must expend Qn commercial operatQr
licensing. This goal is necessitated by Qur cQntlnuing desire tQ prQvide
better service tQ the public and by the Commission's reSQurce cQnstraints.

2

4 These licenses are: (1) First Class Radiotelegraph Operator's
Certificate, (2) Second Class RadiQtelegraph OperatQr's Certificate, (3) Thi~d

Class RadiQtelegraph OperatQr's Certificate, (4) General RadiQtelephone
OperatQr License, (5) Marine RadiQ Operator permit, and (6) Ship Radar
EndQrsement. In additiQn, the Commission stated in the RePQrt and Order in
DQcket 90-480, 7 FCC Rcd 951 (1992), that it intended tQ establish two new
radiQ operatQr licenses, a GMDSS RadiQ OperatQr's License and a GMDSS Radio
Maintainer's License, that alsQ require the applicant tQ pass an examinatiQn.
These are the examinatiQns the CommissiQn proposed to privatize.

5 Parties filing comments and reply comments are listed in Appendix A.
The NatiQnal AssQciation Qf RadiQ and TelecommunicatiQns Engineers, Inc.
(NARTB) filed comments Qne day late with a MotiQn fQr Leave tQ Accept Late
Filed Comments (MotiQn). In the interest Qf having the mQst complete recQrd
possible in this proceeding, we will grant NARTB's Motion and accept its
comments.



4. In the Notice we noted the continuing demand for commercial operator
licenses6 and the problems associated with the current testing system,
including limited opportunities to take the tests and out-of-date examination
questions. We also stated our belisf that these problems will continue in the
foreseeable future due to ongoing Commission resource constraints. To resolve
these problems, we proposed turning the commercial operator examination
function over to the private sector. 7

5. All of the commenters agree with our analysis of the problems and support
privatization of radio operator examinations. For example, NARTE and
Mr. Lenahan state that privatization could make testing more accessible. 8 The
American Radio Association (ARA)9 contends that the examination questions are
outdated and that privatization would permit 'exams to be offered in any
location where sufficient demand exists. 10 Mr. Maia argues that the problems
the Commission faced ten years ago in terms of diminishing resources to
administer ~teur radio examinations, out-of-date questions, and compromised
examinations are the same problems the commercial examination system faces
today and that privatization solved those problems. 11 In short, the commenters
contend that the private sector can offer more up-to-date tests and more
frequent examinations in many more diverse and accessible locations than the
Commission. We agree. Accordingly, we are amending our rules to privatize
commercial radio operator examinations.

B. Rul8ber of eyawjnjng entities BDd. entry criteria.

6. In the Notice we asked that commenters specifically address certain
issues. One of those issues was "the criteria to be used by the Commission to
select the examining entity or entities. ,,12 The vast majority of commenters
recommend we allow multiple entities to give the examinations. For example,
Mr. Maia recommends the only limit on the number of entities should be our
ability to deal with them. 13 He suggests we use a system similar to the

6 In 1991, approximately 12,100 examinations were administered to
applicants for commercial radio licenses, permits, and endorsements.

+

7

8

Notice at 3, 7.

Comments of NARTE at 4, John C. Lenahan, Jr. at 1.

9 ARA is an organization of seagoing u.s. merchant marine Radio Officers
who sail on u.s. flag vessels. Its members serve as the operators of shipboard
communications and related electronic equipment.

10

11

12

13

Comment of ARA at 2, 6.

Comments of Frederick o. Maia at 3.

Notice at 3.

Comment of Frederick O. Maia at 6.
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amateur service's Volunteer-Examiner Coordinator (VEC) system. 14 ARA states
that we should use an open selection process wherein all entities that meet
certain criteria are authorized. 15 Messrs. Benner and Mahoney suggest that we
provide marketplace competition by authorizing multiple testing entities. 16

Mr. Smith and The Idaho Power Company (Idaho Power) specifically oppose
authorization of only one entity for testing. 17 On the other hand, WBSMAC18

wants us to establish one exclu.ive entity for each of six geographical
regions, while Elkins Institute wants us to establish one exclusive entity
nationwide. 19

7. OUr experience over the last eight years with the VEC system, which
employs multiple entities, has been very favorable. 20 This system has served
the needs of licensees and individuals admirably. Further, we believe a system
with multiple entities managing operator examinations will encourage
competition between the entities and result in good service, responsiveness,
and lower prices to the applicants. Therefore, we will certify multiple
entities. 21 We are concerned, however, that the number of entities certified
to administer operator examinations not becane so large that the program
becomes administratively difficult or burdensome. Por this reason, we will
delegate authority to the Chief, Private Radio Bureau to place a cap on the
number of entities certified to administer examinations. The number of
examination managers we certify, however, will be sufficient to assure at
least the leVe.l of service presently available to the public, and to create a
strong incentive fQr the managers to compete for examination administration

14 TheVEC syst.m is a private e~ination system used in the amateur
service. In this Bystem, examinations are given for four of the five classes
of amateur service licenses. Bach applicant for an amateur service license
other than the lfovice Class and each applicant for a change in operator class,
is required to apply through the VBC system. ~ Sections 97.501-97.527 of the
CommissiOfl's Rules, 47 C.P.R. §§ 91.501-97.527.

15

16

Comments of ARA at 6.

Canments of Kenneth J. Benner at 1, John T. Mahoney at 1.

17

19

Comments of Ron Smith at 1, Idaho Power Company at 1.

18 WBSMAC is a training organization that offers pre-employment and on
the-job training and evaluation of technicians in the electronics industry
throughout California and, occasionally, Arizona.

Canments of WBSMAC at 2, Reply Comments of Blkins Institute at 1-3.

20 In the VEC system, there are 18 organizations that are authorized to
coordinate examinations nationwide. As a practical matter, however, all but
three of these organizations operate in a local or regional area. This system
administered examinations to more than 103,000 persons at 8,118 sessions in
1991.

21 As we did with the VECs, we will certify entities through the use of a
Memorandum of Onderstanding (MOO). See paragraph 20. A private sector entity
must be certified in order to administer commercial radio operator examinations.

"I,
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business without causing undue administrative burdens.

8. As for entry criteria, several commenters suggest we use only
organizations that have C1ear1! demonstrated professional marketplace
qualifications and dedication. 2 The United States Merchant Marine Academy
(USMMA) recommends we emulate as far as possible the U.S. Coast Guard with
regard to authorization of external entities to act as examiners. 23

9. ~e decline to adopt any special entry criteria at this time. We believe
such artificial criteria could preclude certain entities who are sincerely
interested in giving operator examinations from becoming Commercial Operator
License Examination Managers. 24 ~ther, we will announce a filing window for
accepting requests from entities that desire to become certified examination
managers. If, however, we receive more requests for certification thaQ we
believe are necessary to effectively serve the public or more requests than
administrative efficiency permits us to grant, we will give a preference to
those entities proposing to provide the best level of service. The terms of
the proposal we receive from an entity, including the proposed level of
service, will be incorporated by reference into an agreement if the entity is
certified as an examination manager. The entity's proposal thus will become
the minimum level of service we will expect it to provide. 25 See paragraphs
19-20.

C. Respoasibilities/Standards

10. In the Notice we also asked commenters to address the regulatory or
operat~ng constraints that should be placed on examination managers including
measures to prevent or avoid potential conflict-of-interest situations. 26
WESMAC asks that we regulate such entities by establishing broad, general
requirements such as the minimum number of times an examination manager must
offer examinations, record keeping requirements, and the broad structure of the

22 Comments of Kenneth J. Benner at 1, Richard M. Sealock at 1,
John T. Mahoney at 1, and Idaho Power Company at 1.

..

23 Comments of U. S. Merchant Marine Academy at 1.

24 For example, requiring entities to offer all commercial radio operator
tests or provide nationwide service could eliminate some educational
institutions from becoming examination managers.

25 In the comments, six entities expressed an interest in becoming
examination managers. Based on this interest, we do not expect to receive more
requests for certification than administrative efficiency permits. If we do,
however, we will give preference to those entities willing to provide the best
service such as offering examinations over the broadest area or for the most
types of licenses. For example, an entity willing to test for all types of
operator licenses nationwide would be given a preference over entities only
willing to test in a regional or local area and entities only willing to test
for some of the operator licenses.

26 Notice at 3.
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examinations. 27 WBSMAC also says conflict-of-intereBt problems can be
eliminated by a double-blind examination system. 28 ARA suggests that we
require that an examination manager be independent of all maritime interests
and not be engaged in the business of offering training courses desired solely
to prepare applicants to pass the cOllllllercial operator examinations. 2 Mr. Maia
states that requiring all examination managers to use questions randomly
selected from a publicly available pool of questions eliminates potential
conflict-of-interest situations because the only confidential element is the
knowledge of which questions are going to be on a particular version of an
examination. 30 HARTH contends that competition will make unnecessary any need
for heavy handed regulation by the commission. 31

11. We agree with the cammenters that competition between mUltiple
examination managers and the use of a camnon question pool reduces the
necessity for detailed regulation and that the rules do not need to specify
more th~ a manager's b,asic duties andresponsibilitiell. Based on the
information we have before us and our experience with the VEC system, we shall
require that an erit~ty that desires to be an examination manager agree to be
responsible for (1) announcing examination sessions, (2) verifying the identity
of each examinee, (3) preparing, administering, and grading examinations, (4)
notifying examinees of examination results (pass/fail), (5) certifying that an
applicant has passed the test elements required to qualify for a cOllllllercial
operator license and issuing a document to the examinee indicating what
elements were passed ·(proof-of-passing certificate) within 10 days of the
examination, (Ei)ensuring that no activity takes place that would compromise
the examination and'that no unauthorized material is permitted in the

27 Comments ofwi~ at 2.

28 ~. Onder a double-blind system, the person administering the
examination has no control over preparation of the version of a test an
applicant is given, and the examination is graded at another location by a
different examiner who does not know the name of the examinee.

29

30

31

Comments of ARA at 7.

Comments of Prederick O. Maia at 10.

Comments of ~TH at 10.



examination room,32 (7) handling post-examination questions and problems, and
(8) treating all applicants equally regarding fees or services rendered. 33

Further, to avoid any appearance of impropriety, examination managers cannot
administer an examination to an employee, relative, or relative of an employee.
The public must be assured that when a test is given, it is given with total
impartiality. These requirements are contained in the new rules adopted today.

12. In addition to these duties, we are establishing standards to ensure
that the Commission's licensing process is not undermined. For example,
without standards addressing the difficulty of passing an examination,
applicants could seek the examination manager giving the easiest test or using
the lowest passing score. In order to eliminate these types of problems and
ensure the integrity of the system we will establish the following standards.

(1) Common Question Pool. The Commission will establish the common
question pool which will consist of a question pool for each examination
element. All examination questions must be taken from the respective
question pools.

(2) Bxam standards. We are specifying the topics covered in each element,
the number of questions in each element34 and the minimum score needed to
pass.

D. C~·~~"u. QuestiQll Pool

13. As discussed above, there will be one canmon question pool. This pool
will be made up of a number of smaller question pools, one for each examination
element. The commenters argue that most of the current examination questions
are out-of-date. The National Association of Business and Bducational Radio,
Inc. (NABBR) and ARA state that we should develop and periodically update a
large pool of questions that could be used to computer-generate .
examinations. 35 ARA and Blkins Institute suggest that we form a Federal
Advisory Committee to develop the questions and update them every two years. 36

ARA also states that the Commission should maintain the database and generate

32 For example, examination managers must prohibit examinees from
bringing or using programmable or printing calculators, books and other
reference material, radios, or cameras in the examination room or area.

33 The only exception to this is for handicapped applicants. Bxamination
managers must employ accommodative procedures similar to those provided by
VECs for handicapped applicants.

34 Although we have specified the number of questions for each element in
the rules, we intend to solicit public comments on the topics and the questions
that form the common question pool. See para. 14. Based on the information
interested parties submit, we may modify the current examinations (~, the
number of questions on an element or the topics that each examination element
must cover).

35

36

Comments of NABBR at 10-11 and ARA at 3-4.

Comments of ARA at 8, Reply Comments of Blkins Institute at 2.
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examinations when requested by an examiner. 37

14. We agree that a number of questions are out-of-date. To resolve this
problem, we intend to revise the current examination questions so that they
reflect the state of the art and the current duties and responsibilities of
commercial radio operator licensees. To accomplish this, we will first
determine what licensees must know to perform their duties properly. We will
issue a public notice soliciting possible new test questions and comments on
the topics and number of questions in each examination e1ement. 38 We hope that
the private sector, inclUding individuals, employers, associations, educational
institutions and potential examination managers, will help us in this regard.
We also will solicit input from subject matter experts. Once we have selected
the questions to make up the common question pool we will release the questions
and the algorithm for preparing examination question sets by public notice. 39
We also believe the examination managers should assist the Commission in
keeping the question pool up-to-date. We will ask that they periodically
submit recommendations to add or delete questions. Because technology and
specific conditions often change quickly, we are delegating authority to the
Chief, Private Radio Bureau to modify the common question pool, the required
topics, and the number of questions in each element .40 This will allow the
tests to be easily updated as ARA requests.

B. ee-issiQll Oversight

15. The steps we have taken in this proceeding reflect first and foremost
our desire ~o improve the commercial radio operator licensing process and
thereby provide better service to the public. We are confident that entities
certified as examination managers will serve the public in a responsible
manner. We have, however, placed them in an important position in the overall
commercial radio oyerator licensing process. We must, therefore, closely watch
their performance. 1 As one check against fraud or abuse, we reserve the right
to require applicants for, and holders of, a commercial radio operator license
toretake the examination(s) at our discretion.

16. Further, where it appears that an examination manager is not performing
its duties in a manner consistent with the public interest, the Commission may

37 Comments of ARA at 8.

38 For example, commenters may indicate that we should place heavier or
lighter emphasis on a particular topic.

39 Until the new pools are available, we may ask examination managers to
use our existing examinations.

40 For the purposes of this proceeding we have established examination
elements and the topics the question pools will cover. These may change as a
result of input obtained through the Public Notice.

41 We note that Congress gave the Commission specific authority to
prescribe regulations to select, oversee, sanction, and dismiss any person
authorized to prepare and administer examinations for commercial operator
licenses. ~ 47 U.S.C. § 154 (f) (5) (B) .
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on its own motion or at the public's request conduct an inquiry into the
manager's performance. While we do not intend to initiate such an inquiry on
the basis of unsubstantiated complaints, we will do so if there appears to be a
pattern of failing to perform the responsibilities and requirements adopted
herein. After our investigation, we will determine whether decertification or
other action is warranted.

17. In the Notice, we requested commenters to address the amount and
reasonableness of fees to be charged for administering examinations. 42 NABER
states that it is unable to provide estimates of costs or expenses until final
rules are adopted. 43 Mr. Maia points out that if the commercial operator
examination program is tacked onto the VEC system, there may be significant
economies of scale and minimal marginal increases in the costs already being
incurred. Otherwise, this program would have to recover all costs associated
with it, such as paper, postage, site rental, and transportation. 44 ARA states
that we should set a standard fee for administering an examination, but allow
an increased fee for a service such as examination on demand. 45

18. A number of entities have stated they are interested in becoming an
examination manager. We believe that multiple managers will allow an examinee
to select the manager that best meets his or her needs and that competition
between managers will help ensure reasonable fees. We also agree with WBSMAC
and ARA that the determination of the level of services an examination manager
chooses to offer (for example testing on demand, as compared with regularly
scheduled sessions) and the charge for that service, should not be limited by a
Commission-imposed fee structure. Therefore, we are not establishing a fee
structure at this time. We will, however, require entities that apply for
certification as examination managers to include a proposed fee structure and
justification, including cost estimates, in their proposal. We expect fees
charged to be reasonable. Further, we will require entities certified as
examination managers to file an annual report justifying any change in fee
structure they wish to implement, and showing the number of examinations they
administered and the pass rate of applicants taking the examinations. If we do
not find a sufficient number of acceptable managers to provide meaningful
competition, we will revisit this issue as part of our oversight
responsibility.

F. certifying e ......inatiOll JMDagers.

19. A number of entities state they are capable of performing operator
license testing and request that they be considered for participation in this

42 The statute permits an examination manager to recover from examinees
"such fees as the Commission permits, considering such factors as public
service and cost estimates submitted by such person." ~ 47 U.S.C.
Section 154 (f) (5) .

,;"

43 Comments of NABER at 12.

44 Comments of Frederick O. Maia at 12-13.
a maximum fee of $35.00 per test per applicant.

Mr. Maia also suggests we set
ls;!. at 13.

45

7

Comments of ARA at 9.



program. The Internatio~l Society of Certified Blectronic Technicians
(ISeRT) states that it offers multiple certification options and currently
administers 6,000 to 6,500 examinations annually."6 WBSMAC submitted a
proposal for administering examinations and states that it has presented
courses that prepare technicians for the General Radiotelephone Operator
License examination. ARA, NABBR, Frederick O. Maia, and The Roach
Organization, also are willing to consider becoming examination managers,
depending on the final rules we adopt .•7

20. We are amending our rules to delegate authority to the Chief, Private
Radio Bureau, to enter into written agreements with qualified entities who
desire to be examination managers. The form and general terms of these
agreements will be announced at a later date by Public Notice. 48 This
announcement will also specify when entities interested in becoming
examination managers may request consideration.

21. We will announce by Public Notice, and update as necessary, the names
and addresses of entities that we have certified as examination managers when
that process is complete. At that time, persons wanting to obtain a commercial
radio operator lic.nse must go to an examination manager and take the test for
the license desired 9r needed. When the person passes tne test(s), he or she
will fill out the ~ropriate license application Form and mail it together
with a valid proof-of-passing certificate to: Federal Communications
Commission, Licensing Division, 1270 'airfield Road, Gettysburg, PA. 17325
7245.

2~. While we plan to transfer the examination function to the private sector
as soon as possible, it will take some time to certify examination managers,
revi.e the question pool, and for managers to setup their systems. We will
issue a separate public notice describing the special procedures for
examinations for comm~rcial radio operator licenses during this phase-in
period. Ql1estions concerning special examinations for cOlllllercial radio
cperator licenses should be addressed to the Commission'S field offices.
Questions cOncerning this rule making should be addressed to the Private Radio
Bureau.

G. Other _tten.

23. In the Notice, we proposed to delete Section 13.24 of the Commission'S
Rules, 47 C.F ..R. Section 13.24. This section requires that an applicant must
an,wer at least 75 percent of the questions correctly to pass a written
examination. We are not adopting this proposal. We believe that the rule is
reasonable, and none of the commenters indicated this standard was burdensome.
We believe that the rules should specify the passing standard to maintain
uniformity among multiple examination managers.

•

46

47
at 2.

Comments of ISCBT at 1.

Comments of ARA at 8, Maia at 8, NABBR at 12, The Roach Organization

48 We anticipate at this time that the agreements will be similar to
those used between the Commission and the VECs.
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24. Our decision to privatize examinations also requires that we reorganize
and clarify rules to reduce regulatory burdens and make the rules more useful
for examination managers and applicants. As part of this decision, therefore,
we are making editorial revisions to Part 13 to eliminate rules that limit the
examination managers' flexibility in administering examinations,49 to combine
multiple rule sections that contain requirements for one 1icense,50 and to
eliminate a class of license that will not be available under the privatized
system. 51 We also are eliminating rules that are redundant, unnecessary, or
obso1ete,52 to conform with the decisions we have made in this proceeding.
None of these editorial revisions are significant rule revisions. We also are
reorganizing the rules so that they are in a sequence that will increase
licensee understanding and ease of use.

25. J':lna1 Regulatory nezibility ADalysis.

Need and purpose of this Action. This rule making proceeding was needed to
obtain comments regarding our proposal to privatize examinations for licenses
specified under Part 13 of the Commission's Rules. The purpose of this action
is to promote excellence and efficiency in the licensing of commercial radio
operators by increasing the availability, relevance, and validity of commercial
radio operator examinations and reducing government expenses.

Summary of issues raised by the public comments in response to the Initial
Regulatory Flexibility Analysis. The commenters agree that the potential
impact of these rule ch.anges is to improve the efficiency in licensing
commercial radio operators, thereby making it easier for small entities to hire
licensed commercial radio operators. The commenters also recognize that the

49
~, for example, Sections 13.27, 13.42, and 13.44.

50 Requirements for the First Class Radio Telegraph Operator's
Certificate are presently in Sections 13.22(b) (1) and 13.12(a).

51 ~ Section 13.8. A Provisional Radio Operator Certificate was issued
only after an applicant had passed the necessary examination requirements for
the license sought. Passing the examinations at a Commission-administered test
session provided a basis for us finding the applicant qualified. Under the
privatized system, however, we would have no basis to find an applicant
qualified until the applicant submitted his or her application and the proof
of-passing certificate showing the required examination elements were passed.
The Commission would then issue the applicant the appropriate license document.

52 For example, Section 13.22(c) specifies the certification that an
applicant for a Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit must make. This
certification is printed on FCC Forms 753 and 755, with the statement that if
the applicant cannot make the certification, the applicant is not eligible for
the Permit. ~~, Sections 13.26 and 13.28(c) and (d), which contain
references to radiotelephone licenses that are no longer issued, and Section
13.62, which specifies actions prohibited by other rules or statutes.



rule changes adopted in this proceeding may affect entities that voluntarily
apply to become commercial radio operator license examination managers and
entities that are engaged in training individuals to pass commercial radio
operator examinations.

Siggificant alternatives Considered and rejected. Alternatives include the
Commission continuing to give examinations or contracting with another entity
or entities to perform examination functions. The proposed alternative is
adopted to minimize the impact on small entities.

IV. COIICLDSIOR

26. In SUlllll&ry, we are adopting a series of rule amendments to privatize
commercial radio operator license examinations. Our decision will promote
excellence and efficiency in the licensing of commercial radio operators. It
will also increase the availability and effectiveness of examinations and
reduce government expens.s. The Commission will still issue commercial radio
operator licenses. W. are confident of the soundness of the approach we have
taken herein and the ben.fits to the public that will flow from this approach.
Nevertheless, as with implementing any new system, we realize that changes and
modifications often have to be made as experienced is gained. Therefore, we
will continue to monitor progress in this area and take steps to improve the
overall process when necessary.53

53 Por example, with the implementation of GMDSS, radiotelegraph
operators are being phased out. Therefore, we may combine or eliminate the
three radiotelegraph certificates in the future.



v. ORDBRDG CLMJS8S

27. Accordingly, IT IS ORDBRED that effective March 29, 1993, Parts 0 and 13
of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. Parts 0 and 13, ARB AMBNDBD as set forth
in Appendix B. Authority for this action is found in Sections 4(f) (5), 4(i)
and 303(r) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C.
n 154 (f) (5), 154 (i) and 303 (X') •

28. IT IS FURTHER ORDBRED that the Private Radio Bureau will issue Public
Notices detailing the procedures an individual or organization must follow to
apply to become a Commercial Operator Licen.e B~ination Manager (COLBH) and
specifying the questions and topics in the commercial radio operator license
examination common question pool.

29. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this proceeding IS TERMINATED.

30. For information concerning this Report and Order contact
William T. Cross, Personal Radio Branch, Private Radio Bureau, (202) 632-4964.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

bea!~
Secretary

Attachments
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Appendix A

Comments were received from the following parties:

International Society of Certified Electronic Technicians (ISCET)
The American Radio Association (ARA)
The Association of American Railroads (AAR)

Frederick O. Maia
National Association of Business and Educational Radio, Inc. (NABER)
WBSMAC
Idaho Power Company
John C. Lenahan, Jr.
Fredric Stawarz
Constantinos J. Mantis
RichardD. Churchill
Tad E. Hobbs
Kenneth J. Brenner
Richard M. Sealock
John T. Mahoney, Wolters Communications Contractors, Inc.
Telecommunications Resource Associates (TRA)
Ron Smith, Communications and Emergency Products, Inc.
The ROach Organization, Inc. (Roach)
The National Association of Radio and Telecommunications Engineers, Inc.

(NARTE)
SCI MAritime Training (SCI)
u. S. Merchant Marine Academy (USMMA)
The Calhoon DBA Engineering School (DBA)

Reply Comments were received from the following parties:

American Institute of Merchant Shipping
ARA

Elkins Institute
Industrial Telecommunications Association, Inc.
NABER
NARTE
Natic ..11 MArine Electronics Association (NEMA)

Roach
USMMA
WBSMAC
WPT Publications

•



Appendix B

Part 0 of Chapter I of Title 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations is
amended as follows:

Part O-Commission Organization

1. The authority citation for Part 0 continues to read as follows:

ADI'IICBUTr: sec. 5. ~8 Stat. 1068. _ F nd; ~7 U.S.C. 155.

2. Section 0.131 is amended by adding new paragraphs (h) anc;i (i) to read as
follows:

I 0.131 PuDcticaa of the Bureau.

* * * * *

(h) Establishes the number of examination managers necesl!lary to manage
commercial operator license examin.tion. under Part 13 of the rules; executes
in the name of the Commission agreements pertaining to certification and
employment of services of entities found qualified to prepare and administer
commercial oper.tor license examinations under Part 13 of the rules; considers
requests for review of certified manager's decisions; engages in oversight of
manager actions and practices; and decertifies entities that do not perform
satisfactorily.

(i) Revises the common question pool, the required Elements and topics, and
the number of questions in each Element for commercial radio operator license
examinations, as appropriate.

3. Section 0.485 is revised to read as follows:

I o.~85 ee-&reial redio operator eyaejnaticaa.

Generally, written and telegraphy examinations for commercial radio operator
licenses shall be conducted at locations and times specified by commercial
operator license examination managers. (See § 13.209). When the FCC conducts
these examinations, they shall take place at locations and times specified by
the FCC.

Part 13 of Chapter I of Title 47 of the Code of Federal Regulations is
amended, as follows:

Part 13-Commercial Radio Operators

1. The authority citation for Part 13 continues to read as follows:

AUTHORITY: Secs. 4, 303, 48 Stat. 1066, 1082 as amended; 47 U.S.C. 154, 303.



2. Part 13 is revised to read as follows:

PAR'!" U';CaDlBRCJ:AL RADIO OPBRA'1'ORS

GBNERAL

I 13.1
I 13.3
I 13.5
I 13.7
I 13.9
I 13.11,
I 13.13
§ 13.15
§ 13.17
§ 13.19

Basis and purpose.
Definitions.,
Licensed commercial radio operators required.
Classificatic()n of ,operator l~censes and endorsements.
Bligibility and application for new license or endorsement.
Holding more ,that qn~ commercial ra~io opera~or license.
Application for renewed or modified license.
License term.
Replacement license.
Operator's responsibility.

BXAMINATION SYSTBM

I 13.201", QuaUfying 'f~r a c~ercial operator li,cense Qr endorsement.
I 13.203 Bxamination elements.
I 13 .205 Bxaminatiop"c~edi~for'licens~s held,.
§ 13:20jPreparing' an examination.
§ 13.209 Bxamination procedures, "
I 13.2).1 'Commercial radio operator license examination.
I 13.213 COLBM qUalifications.
§ 13.215 Question pools.
§ 13.2:1:-7,' Records.,

.'.1

GBRBRAL PROVISIORS

I 13.1 Basis aud puxpose.

(a) Basis. The basis for the rules contained in this Part is the
CQIl'lIn~ic.a,tioQs.,Act, of 1934, as amended" apd applicabletreati~sand agre~nts

towh~ep_ theup.ited States is Cl party.
I'.i

(b) P\,lrpose .. The purpose of the rul,es in this Partr is to prescdbe the
manner and conditions under which commercial radio operators are licensed by
ttle Commission.



I 13.3 DefiDiti,.CD8 •

dr

The definitions of terms used in Part 13 are:

(a) ~. Commercial operator license examination manager.

(b) Commercial radio operator. A person holding a license or licenses
specified in § 13.7(b).

(c) ~. Global Maritime Distress and Safety System.

(d) ~. Federal Communications commission.

(e) International Morse code. A dot-dash code as defined in International
Telegraph and Telephone Consultative Committee (CCITT) Recommendation F.1
(1984), Division B, I. Morse code.

(f) 111Z. International Telecommunication Union.

(g) PPC. Proof-of-Passing Certificate.

(h) Question pool. All current examination questions for a designated
written examination element.

(i) Question set. A series of examination questions on a given examination
selected from the current question pool.

(j) Radio Regulations. The latest ITU Radio Regulations to which the
United States is a party.

I 13.5 Licensed ~rcial radio operator EeqUi.red.

Rules that require FCC station licensees to have certain transmitter
operating, maintenance, and repair duties performed by a commercial radio
operator are contained in Parts 23, 73, 74, 80, and 87 of this Chapter.

I 13.7 Classifica.tiao of operator licenses and endars Qts.

(a) Commercial radio operator licenses issued by the FCC are classified in
accordance with the Radio Regulations of the ITU.

(b) There are nine types of commercial radio operator licenses,
certificates and permits (licenses). The license's ITO classification, if
different from its name, is given in parenthesis.

(1) First Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate.

(2) Second Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate.

(3) Third Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate (radiotelegraph
operator's special certificate).

(4) General Radiotelephone Operator License (radiotelephone operator's
general certificate).
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(5) Marine Radio Operator Permit (radiotelephone operator's·restricted
certificate) .

(6) Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit (radiotelephone
operator's restricted certificate) .

(7) Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit-Limited Use
(radiotelephone operator's restricted certificate) .

(8) GMDSS Radio Operator's License (general operator's certificate).

(9) GMDSS Radio Maintainer's License (technical portion of the first
class radio electronic certificate) .

(c) There are six license endorsements affixed by the PCC to provide
special authorizations or restrictions. Endorsements may be affixed to the
licensees) indicated in parenthesis.

(1) Ship Radar Endorsement (Pirst and Second Class Radiotelegraph
Operator'S Certificates, General Radiotelephone Operator License, GMDSS Radio
Maintainer's License) .

(2) Six MOnths Service Endorsement (Pirst and Second Class
Radiotelegraph Operator's License).

(3) Restrictive endorsements relating to physical handicaps, English
language or literacy waivers, or other matters (all licenses).

(4) Marine Radio Operator Permits shall bear the following
endorsement: This Permit does not authorize the operation of AM, PH or TV
broadcast stations.

(5) General Radiotelephone Operator Licenses issued after December 31,
1985, shall bear the following endorsement: This license confers authority to
operate licensed radio stations in the Aviation, Marine and International Pixed
Public Radio Serviced only. This authority is subject to: any endorsement
placed upon this license; PCC orders, rules, and regulations; United States
statutes; and the provisions of any treaties to which the United States is a
party. This license does not confer any authority to operate broadcast
stations. It is not assignable or transferable.

(6) (i) If a person is afflicted with an uncorrected physical
handicap which would clearly prevent the performance of all or any part of the
duties of a radio operator, under the license for which application is made, at
a station under emergency conditions involving the safety of life or property,
that person still may be issued the license if found qualified. Such a license
shall bear a restrictive endorsement as follows:



This license is not valid for the performance of any operating duties, other
than installation, service and maintenance duties, at any station licensed by
the FCC which is required, directly or indirectly, by any treaty, statute or
rule or regulation pursuant to statute, to be provided for safety purposes.

(ii) In the case of a license that does not require an
examination in technical radio matters, the endorsement specified in (i) above
will be modified by deleting the reference therein to installation, service,
and maintenance duties.

(iii) In any case where an applicant who normally would receive
or has received a commercial radio operator license bearing the endorsement
prescribed by paragraph (i) above, indicates a desire to operate a station
falling within the prohibited terms of the endorsement, the applicant may
request in writing that such endorsement not be placed upon, or be removed from
his or her license, and may submit written comments or statements from other
parties in support thereof.

(iv) An applicant who shows that he has performed satisfactorily
the duties of a radio operator at a station required to be provided for safety
purposes during a period when he or she was afflicted by uncorrected physical
handicaps of the same kind and to the same degree as the physical handicaps
shown by his or her current application shall not be deemed to be within the
provisions of paragraph (i) above.

(d) A Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit-Limited Use issued by the
FCC to an aircraft pilot who is not legally eligible for employment in the
United States is valid only for operating radio stations on aircraft.

(e) A Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit-Limited Use issued by the
FCC to a person under the provision of 5 303(1) (2) of the Communications Act of
1934, as amended, is valid only for the operation of radio stations for which
that person is the station licensee.

I 13.' Eligibility aDd applicatiao for DeW liceD8e or~t.

(a) If found qualified, the following persons are eligible to apply for
commercial radio operator licenses:

(1) Any person legally eligible for employment in the United States.

(2) Any person, for the purpose of operating aircraft radio stations,
who holds:

(i) United States pilot certificates; or

(ii) Foreign aircraft pilot certificates which are valid in the
United States, if the foreign government involved has entered into a reciprocal
agreement under which such foreign government does not impose any similar
requirement relating to eligibility for employment upon United States citizens.

«



(3) Any person who holds a FCC radio station license, for the purpose
of operating that station.

(4) Notwithstanding any other provisions of the FCC's rules, no person
shall be eligible to be issued a commercial radio operator license when

(i) the person's commercial radio operator license is suspended, or

(ii) the person's commercial radio operator license is the subject
of an ongoing suspension proceeding, or

(iii) the person is afflicted with complete deafness or complete
muteness or complete inability'for any other reason to transmit correctly and
to receive correctly by telephone spoken messages in Inglish.

(b) (1) lach application for a new General Radiotelephone Operator
License, Marine Radio Operator Permit, First Class Radiotelegraph Operator's
Certificate, Second Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate, Third Class
Radiotelegraph Operator'S Certificate, Ship Radar Indorsement, Six MOntns
Service Endorsement, GMDSS Radio Operator's License or GMDSS Radio Maintainer's
License must be made on FCC Form 756.

(2) lach application for a Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit
must be'malie on FCC Porm 753.

(3) lach application for a Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit
Limited Use must be made on PCC Form 755.

(c) Each applicatiori for a new General Radiotelephone Operator License,
Marine Radio Operator Permit, First Class Radiotelegraph Operator's
Certificate, Second Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certifioate, Third Class
Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate, Ship Radar Indorsement, GMDSS Radio
Operator's Lioense or ~SS Radio Maintainer's License must include an
original PPC(s) from a COLBK(s) showing that the applicant has passed the
necessary examination element(s). The applicant must submit the application to
the address specified in the Part 1 of the rules.

(d) Bach application for a new six month radiotelegraph endorsement must
include documentation showing that the applicant has satisfied the requirements
of Section 13.201(c). The applicant must submit the application to the address
specified in the Part 1 of the rules.

(e) No person shall alter, duplicate for fraudulent purposes, or
fraudulently obtain or attempt to obtain an operator license. No person shall
use a license issued to another or a license that he or she knows to be
altered, duplicated for fraudulent purposes, or fraudulently obtained. No
person shall obtain or attempt to obtain, or assist another person to obtain or
attempt to obtain, an operator license by fraudulent means.

»



I 13.11 Bolding~ tb8D cae ~rcia1 radio operator liCl8lUl8.

(a) An eligible person may hold more than one commercial operator license
except as follows:

(1) No person may hold two or more unexpired radiotelegraph operator's
certificates at the same time;

(2) No person may hold any class of radiotelegraph operator'S
certificate and a Marine Radio Operator Permit;

(3) No person may hold any class of radiotelegraph operator'S
certificate and a Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit.

(b) Each person who is not legally eligible for employment in the United
States, and certain other persons who were issued permits prior to September
13, 1982, may hold two Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permits
simultaneously when each permit authorizes the operation of a particular
station or class of stations.

I 13 .13 Applicatiaa for a reD81I'8d or ~fied liCl8lUl8.

(a) Each application to renew a First Class Radiotelegraph Operator's
Certificate, Second Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate, Third Class
Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate, GMDSS Radio Operator's License, or GMDSS
Radio Maintainer's License must be made on FCC Form 756. The application must
be accompanied by the original document or a legible photocopy unless it has
been lost, mutilated, or destroyed. If the license has been lost, mutilated,
or destroyed, submit a written explanation. The application must be
accompanied by the appropriate fee and submitted to the address specified in
Part 1 of the rules.

(b) A licensee may submit an application for renewal of an unexpired
license during the last year of the license term. If a license expires,
application for renewal may be made during a grace period of five years after
the expiration date without having to retake the required examinations. The
application must be accompanied by the required fee and submitted to the
address specified in Part 1 of the rules. During the grace period, the expired
license is not valid. A license renewed during the grace period will be
effective as of the date of the renewal. Licensees who fail to renew their
license within the grace period must apply for a new license and take the
required examination(s) .

(c) Bach application involving a change in operator class must be made on
FCC Form 756. Bach application for a 'commercial operator license involving a
change in operator class must include original PPC(s) from a COLBH showing that
the applicant has passed the necessary examination element(s). The application
must be accompanied by the required fee, if any, and submitted to the address
specified in Part 1 of the rules.

..
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(d) The holder of a First Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate,
Second Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate, Third Class Radiotelegraph
Operator's Certificate, General Radiotelephone Operator License, GMDSS Radio
Operator's License, or GMDSS Radio Maintainer's License whose name is legally
changed may obtain a modified license by filing a FCC Form 756 with a written
explanation. The application must be accompanied by the required fee and
submitted to the address specified.in Part 1 of the rules.

(e) A licensee who has made application for a renewed or modified operator
license or permit may exhibit a photocopy of their license in lieu of the
original document.

I 13.15 LiC8D88 "l'eDl.

(a) Commercial radio operator licenses are normally valid for a term of
five years from the date of issuance, except as provided in paragraph (b) of
this section.

(b) General Radiotelephone Operator License., Restricted Radiotelephone
Operator permits, .and Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permits-Limited Use
are normally valid for the lifetime of the holder. The terms of all Restricted
Radiotelephone Operator Permits issued prior to November 15, 1953, and valid on
that date , are extended to the lifetime of the operator.

I 13.17 Replae ! PI: liC'*l88.

(a) Bach licen.ee or permittee whose
or destroyed must request a replacement.
by the required fee and submitted to the
rules.

original document is lost, mutilated,
The application must be accompanied

address specified in Part 1 of the

(b) Bach application for a replacement General Radiotelephone Operator
License, Marine Radio Operator Permit, First Class Radiotelegraph Operator's
Certificate, Second Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate, Third Class
Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate, GMDSS Radio Operator's License, GMDSS
Radio Maintainer'S License, must be made on FCC Form 756 and must include a
written explanation as to the circumstances involved in the loss, mutilation,
or destruction of the original document.

(c) Bach application for a replacement Restricted Radiotelephone Operator
Permit must be on FCC Form 753.

(d) Bach application for a replacement Restricted Radiotelephone Operator
Permit-Limited Use must be on FCC Form 755.

(e) A licensee who has made application for a replacement license may
exhibit a copy of the application submitted to the FCC or a photocopy of the
license in lieu of the original document.



I 13.19 Operator· S r&spoasibility.

(a) The operator responsible for maintenance of a transmitter may permit
other persons to adjust that transmitter in the operator's presence for the
purpose of carrying out tests or making adjustments requiring specialized
knowledge or skill, provided that he or she shall not be relieved thereby from
responsibility for the proper operation of the equipment.

(b) In every case where a station operating log or service and maintenance
log is required, the operator responsible for the station operation or
maintenance shall make the required entries in the station log. If no station
log is required, t~e operator responsible for service or maintenance duties
which may affect the proper operation of the station shall sign and date an
entry in the station maintenance records giving:

(1) Pertinent details of all service and maintenance work performed by the
operator or conducted under his or her supervision;

(2) His or her name and address; and

(3) The class, serial number and expiration date of the license:

(c) When the operator is on duty and in charge of transmitting systems, or
performing service, maintenance or inspection functions, the license or permit
document, or a photocopy thereof, must be posted or in the operator's personal
possession, and available for inspection upon request by a FCC representative.

(d) The operator on duty and in charge of transmitting systems, or
performing service, maintenance or inspection functions, shall not be subject
to the requirements of paragraph (b) of this section at a station, or stations
of one iicensee at a single location, at which the operator is regularly
employed and at which his or her license, or a photocopy, is posted.

BDIIIRATIOB SYSTBII

I 13.201 QualifyiDg for a ea-ercial operator license or~t.

(a) To be qualified to hold any commercial radio operator license, an
applicant must have a satisfactory knowledge of FCC rules and must have the
ability to send correctly and receive correctly spoken messages in the English
language.

(b) An applicant must pass an examination for the issuance of a new
commercial radio operator license, other than the Restricted Radiotelephone
Operator Permit and the Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit-Limited Use,
and for each change in operator class. An applicant must pass an examination
for the issuance of a new Ship Radar Endorsement. Each applicant for the class
of license or endorsement specified below must pass, or otherwise receive
credit for, the corresponding examination elements:



(1) First Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate.

(i) Tell!!lgraphy Elements 3 and 4;

(ii) Wri,tten Elements 1, 5, and 6;

(iii) APplicant must be at least 21 years old;

(iv) Applicant must have one year of experience in sending and
receiving public correspondence by radiotelegraph at a
public coast station, a ship station, or both.

,
(2) Second Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate.

(i) Telegraphy Elements 1 and 2;

(ii) Written Elements 1, 5, and 6.

(3) Third Class Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate.

(i) Telegraphy Elements 1 and 2;

(ii) Written Elements 1 and 5.

(4) General Radiotelephone Operator License: Written Elements 1
arid 3.

(5) Marine Radio,Operator Permit: Written Element 1.

(6) GHDSS Radio Operator's License: Written Elements 1 and 7.

(7) GHDSS Radio Maintainer'S License: Written Elements 1, 3, and 9.

(8) Ship Radar Endorsement: Written Element 8.

(c) An applicant for the six months service endorsement must show that:

(1) The applicant was emplOYed as a radio operator on board a ship or
ships of the United States for a period totaling at least six months;

(2) The ships were equipped with a radio station complying with the
provisions of 'Part II of Title III of the Communications Act, or the ships
were owned and operated by the U.S. Government and equipped with radio
stations;

(3) The ships, were in service during the applicable six month period
and no portion of any single in-port period included in the qualifying six
months period exceeded seven days;

(4) The applicant held a FCC-issued First or Second Class
Radiotelegraph Operator's Certificate during this entire six month qualifying
period; and

(5) The applicant holds a radio officer's license issued by the u.S.

*



Coast Guard at the time the six month endorsement is requested.

I 13.203 ....inatioo el.-ents.

(a) A written examination (written Element) must prove that the examinee
possesses the operational and technical qualifications to perform the duties
required by a person holding that class of commercial radio operator license.
Each written examination must be comprised of a question set as follows:

(1) Element 1 (formerly Blements 1 and 2): Basic radio law and operating
practice with which every maritime radio operator should be familiar. 24
questions concerning provisions of laws, treaties, regulations, and operating
procedures and practices generally followed or required in communicating by
means of radiotelephone stations. The minimum passing score is 18 questions
answered correctly.

(2) Element 3: General radiotelephone. 76 questions concerning electronic
fundamentals and techniques required to adjust, repair, and maintain radio
transmitters and receivers at stations licensed by the FCC in the aviation,
maritime, and international fixed public radio services. The minimum passing
score is 57 questions answered correctly.

(3) Element 5: Radiotelegraph operating practice. 50 questions concerning
radio operating procedures and practices generally followed or required in
communicating by means of radiotelegraph stations primarily other than in the
maritime mobile services of public correspondence. The minimum passing score
is 38 questions answered correctly.

(4) El~ent 6: Advanced radiotelegraph. 100 questions concerning
technical, legal and other matters applicable to the operation of all classes
of radiotelegraph stations, including operating procedures and practices in the
maritime mobile services of public correspondence, and associated matters such
as radio navigational aids, message traffic routing and accounting, etc. The
minimum passing score is 75 questions answered correctly.

(5) Element 7: GMDSS radio operating practices. 76 questions concerning
GMDSS radio operating procedures and practices sufficient to show detailed
practical knowledge of the operation of all GMDSS sub-systems and equipment;
ability to send and receive correctly by radio telephone and narrow-band
direct-printing telegraphy; detailed knowledge of the regulations applying to
radio communications, knowledge of the documents relating to charges for radio
communications and knowledge of those provisions of the International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea which relate to radio; sufficient
knowledge of English to be able to express oneself satisfactorily both orally
and in writing; knowledge of and ability to perform each function listed in
Section 80.1081; and knowledge covering the requirements set forth in IMO
Assembly Resolution on Training for Radio Personnel (GMDSS) , Annex 3. The
minimum passing score is 57 questions answered correctly.


